
Town Permit Needed/Requirements 

Avon  NO <6 ft  409-4300 

Berlin 

NO ~ However, a zoning permit is needed to install a fence. 

It costs $30.00 for each $1,000 of value for the first $3,000 of value and $15.00 for each 
$1,000 of value after that. For instance, a new garage costing $10,000 would have a 
building permit fee of $195.00 ($30.00 per $1,000 times 3, plus $15.00 per $1,000 time 
7). The penalty for not obtaining a building permit is $25, plus $6 per $1,000 of value. 

Bloomfield NO < 6 ft high 

Bristol  

This category includes all residential fences except pool fences. 

What is required? 

Building Permit Application  $30 + $22 per $1000 

Zoning Permit 

Permit fee, made payable to the City of Bristol 

Plot Plan (with the location of the fence drawn to scale) 

No fence shall be constructed, erected, altered, or otherwise changed unless a 
Building Permit and Zoning Permit has first been issued. 

The following information is required upon submittal of application: Plans and 
specifications of the proposed fence, including its type, dimensions, area, height, 
materials, color, and method of construction. Drawings and/or brochure pictures are 
acceptable and should be included. 

Highlights from the "Zoning Regulations City Of Bristol" 

Section IV.A.18 Fences 

a. Fences located within the required front yard shall have a maximum height of 
four feet, six inches (4 1/2 ft.) and shall be at least 50 percent open. 

b. Chain link fences shall not be allowed in the required front yard. 
c. Fences located within the front yard but beyond the required front yard, 

within a side yard, or within the rear yard shall have a maximum height of six 
feet, six inches (6 1/2 ft.). 

d. No fence shall be located closer than three feet from the front lot line or 
closer than six inches from any other lot line. 

e. All fences shall be uniform in material and color.  In the case of a fence with a 
finished side and an unfinished side, the finished or more decorative side shall 
face outward toward the adjoining lot or the street. 

f. Except as otherwise permitted by Sections 47-47 and 47-48 of the CT General 
Statutes, barbed wire fences and fencing materials shall be prohibited as 
permanent fencing. 
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g. A fence variance can be referred to the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Applications 
can be obtained in the Land Use Office. 

Burlington  

NO 673-6789 

Canton  

693-7891 The cost of a building permit is $14.00 per $1,000 of estimated cost, subject 
to a minimum fee of $28.00 (for permits with an estimated cost of up to $2,000.00).  
The Building Official requests that you do not compute your own cost and encourages 
you to contact the Building Department with any questions regarding fees.  We also 
encourage you to contact the Building Department to obtain permit applications. A 
fence near a property boundary that creates a visual barrier between properties cannot 
exceed six feet in height except with the written permission of all of the surrounding 
neighbors or a Special Exception Permit from the Zoning Commission, in which  case 
the fence can go as high a seven feet. A fence can be placed right up to the property 
line with a neighbor but should not be placed directly on the line as half of the fence 
posts would be encroaching on the neighbor's property.  It is recommended that 
enough room be left on the opposite side of the fence to maintain it without 
trespassing. A fence should stay at least a car length from the curb of the road or 
further if necessary to ensure that the fence does not obstruct the view of passing 
motorists or neighbors attempting to exit their driveways. In many cases the Town or 
State right-of-way extends twelve feet or more from the curb line, prohibiting the 
installation of fence in any event without permission. In most cases, common courtesy 
dictates that the front face of a decorative fence should face away from the owner's 
property but doing so is not required. 

East Granby  NO 653-3444 

East 
Hartford 

17) Section 302.7 is amended to read as follows: All accessory structures, including 
detached garages, fences and walls, shall be maintained structurally sound and in good 
repair. On or after September 30, 2002, no person shall erect or replace any fence 
exceeding four feet in height in the front yard of any residential property in the town. 
 As used in this section, "front yard" shall mean any portion of the property between 
the street frontage and the residential building but shall not include the side yard or 
rear yard of residential property that is a corner lot or through lot.  Notwithstanding 
the provisions of this paragraph, a residential property owner may request permission 
to erect or replace any fence of more than four feet in height but not exceeding six feet 
in height in such owner's front yard from the Property Maintenance Code Board of 
Appeals established pursuant to this section. Such application shall be filed with the 
Director of Inspections and Permits.  The Board shall meet to review such request 
within thirty days of the receipt of the request by the Director of Inspections and 
Permits.  In determining whether to approve such request filed pursuant to this 
paragraph, the Board shall consider the impact of the fence on the safety of the 
residents in the neighborhood and the physical, legal, or other reasons, why 
compliance with the four foot height restriction is a hardship.  On or after April 15, 
2008, a person may erect a fence consisting of wood, wood composite, metal or plastic 
coated chain link, polyvinyl chloride or similar hard plastic compound material or such 
other material approved by the Director of Inspections and Permits.  No fence shall 
consist of tarp, canvas, or similar material. Any slats in between the chain links of a 
fence shall be of a uniform color pattern and shall be trimmed to grade level and to the 
top rail of the fence. 

East Windsor  NO <6’ (860) 623-2439 
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Enfield  NO 253-6370 

Farmington 

Yes, required yard along a street, which is greater than four feet in height, unless 
otherwise approved by the Town Plan and Zoning Commission. In approving such 
fences, the Commission shall give due consideration to the protection of the existing 
streetscape and any scenic views or vistas. The Commission may require the 
installation of plant material or other suitable material to soften the view of the 
fence or wall. 
VISIBILITY 
On a lot located at the intersection of two streets within any zone, no object more 
than two and 
one-half feet in height, as measured from the edge of the pavement of each of the 
roadways, shall be placed or maintained within the triangular area formed by the 
intersecting edges of the pavement and a straight line connecting points on such 
pavement edges, each of which points is 25 feet distant from the point of 
intersection. Such objects include, but are not limited to plantings; fences, walls or 
lampposts; however, utility poles and street signs may be permitted within the 
triangle provided they do not interfere with the visibility of a motorist. 
REQUIREMENTS 
1. You will be required to complete a Building Department Permit Application - Page 
21 for the installation of any fence over 6 feet in height. For fences 6 feet or less in 
height, you must complete a Registration Form (on our web site – under Forms & 
Permits) with the Planning Office to ensure the legal location of such fence. 
2. A Certificate of Insurance showing Workmen’s Compensation where a building 
permit is required. 
3. If you do not have Workmen’s Compensation or are a sole proprietor or 
homeowner, you can complete the State Form 7A, 7B or 7C. 
4. You will need a Call Before you Dig Number (CBYD) if you are excavating any of the 
site by machine. Please call 1-800-922-4455 for a Call Before You Dig Number 
5. You should submit a plan showing the location of the proposed fence. You may use 
the Town’s tax map to locate such fence. A drawing or picture from a catalogue 
illustrating the fence is required. You may locate your fence on the property line; 
however, you may want to offset the location so there is ample room to maintain the 
fence without a need to access your neighbor’s property. Farmington has no 
regulation requiring that the “bad side” or “unfinished side” of a fence face into your 
property 
6. Fences located within the historic district, or on property of a historic property and 
visible from a street, must receive the approval of the Farmington Historic District 
Commission. 

Glastonbury 

No permit is required and the fence can be a maximum of six (6 ft.) feet in height. 
There is no good side and they can be placed up to the property line, although we do 
suggest that you keep a couple feet off the line for maintenance. 

Granby 

NO 844-5318 

Hartford  
(860) 757-9200 The cost for a permit is $25.22 per $1000. This is based on the 
estimated cost of construction, which includes labor and materials. 

Hartland NO. 653-0285 (Granby) 

Manchester 

Go to Lincoln Center to fill out a form – NO CHARGE 647-3052 

Marlborough 

NO <6’ 295-6202 
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New Britain $35/1st $1000  $25/2nd $1000  $15/each additional $1000 826-3383 

Newington  
A fence up to 6” in height does‘nt require a permit as long as the fence is in the side 
and/or rear yard 

Plainville  
YES ~ Building Department - Room 305, Plainville Municipal Center, 1 Central Square, 
Plainville, CT 06062 

Rocky Hill  NO <6’ high 258-2733 

Simsbury  $12.22/$1000 – must have no problem with line of sight 658-3234 

South 
Windsor  

NO <6’ high 644-2511 x330 

Southington  
NO with restrictions: rear or side of house must be less than 7’ high, front less than 4’ 
high & can go to property line. 276-6242 

Suffield  
Fill out 2 forms for Zoning & Building. $50 zoning, $22/first $1000 and $15/additional 
$1000 668-3878 

West 
Hartford 

Fence Construction  
A fence permit is required for any fence construction being done in the Town of West 
Hartford. The maximum height allowed for fence construction is 7 feet behind the 
building lines, 4 feet high and 50% open in front of the building line. 

Fence Regulation: Please be advised that in the Town of West Hartford it is permissible 
to face the fence in either direction. It is not necessary for the more attractive side of 
the fence to be facing your neighbor. You are entitled to have the more attractive side 
of the fence facing your direction. Fence regulations apply to all types of fences, any 
structure used as an enclosure, barrier, or partition. 

Applications for permits are accepted in Zoning Office, Town Hall, Room 214 from 8:00 
AM to 4:30 PM, Monday through Friday. There is a $70 fee (payable by check to the 
Town of West Hartford) and a diagram is required which shows the property, gives the 
type of fence to be constructed and shows where the fence will be placed. 

Wethersfield  
721-2839  

NO for rear of house. Requirements for corner lot/historic district. Front permit 
$30.22/1

st
 $1000  $16.22/additional $1000 

Windsor  

No permit is required for a fence. Fences can be placed up to and on the property line. 

You must know where the property boundaries are (property survey, boundary 
markers – pins or monuments). No permit is required for a fence. 

We recommend you verify the property line with the neighboring property owners 
before you begin the work to identify any disputes. 

Must be in accordance with Sections 3.1.2B and 14.1.8 of the Windsor Zoning 
Regulations. 

Appendix diagrams are on the reverse side of this sheet. 
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3.1.2 B - Fences, Walls, and Hedges 

1. Residential Fences, Walls, and Hedges 
1. No fence, wall, or hedge in excess of four feet in height may be 

located within five feet of any property line within the required front 
yard.  Higher fences, walls, or hedges up to a maximum height of six 
feet may be erected within the required front yard if they are set 
back five feet from the property line for each additional foot of 
height. 

2. No fence, wall, or hedge exceeding six feet in height may be located 
within any required side or rear yard. 

3. No fence, wall, or hedge that obscures the vision of motorists or 
pedestrians shall be located within a ten-foot radius of the 
intersection of any driveway edge and a street property line. 

2. Non-Residential Fences, Walls, and Hedges 

Fences that do not obscure the vision of motorists or pedestrians may be built to a 
height of eight feet.  Other types of fences, walls, or hedges shall be no greater than six 
feet in height. 

14.1.8              Visibility at Intersections 

To maintain a clear line of sight for motorists at intersections, no wall, fence, structure, 
planting, or other visual obstruction exceeding a height of two feet above the street 
grade (except for trees with a clearance of at least six feet below the canopy) shall be 
located within the triangular area formed by two lines measuring 35 feet along each 
intersecting street line from the point of intersection and a straight line or hypotenuse 
connecting those lines. 

Windsor 
Locks 

NO <6’ front yard must be ½ solid, max 4’  627-1447 

http://homepage.ct.metrocast.net/~kamaba/HartfordCo/w-locks.htm
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Hartford County, Connecticut 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION: Hartford County is located in north central Connecticut, 

bordered on the west by Litchfield County, on the east by Tolland County, 

and to the south by New Haven and Middlesex Counties. Connecticut's first 

established county, it is also bordered to the north by the State of 

Massachusetts. The Connecticut River bisects Hartford County from north to 

south and has played an important role in the development of the region 

since colonial times. The total land area covered by Hartford County is 736 

square miles.  

 

The 2000 U.S. Federal Census reported a countywide population of 857,183 

(25.2% of the state total), making Hartford County the second most 

populous county behind only Fairfield County. Major cities or towns in 

Hartford County include Hartford (121,578), New Britain (71,538), West 

Hartford (63,589), Manchester (57,740), and East Hartford (49,575).  

 

HARTFORD COUNTY, CONNECTICUT — Comprised of 29 cities and towns: 

Avon,  Berlin,  Bloomfield,  Bristol,  Burlington,  Canton,  East Granby,  East 
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Hartford,  East Windsor,  Enfield,  Farmington,  Glastonbury,  Granby,  

Hartford,  Hartland,  Manchester,  Marlborough,  New Britain,  Newington,  

Plainville,  Rocky Hill,  Simsbury,  South Windsor,  Southington,  Suffield,  

West Hartford,  Wethersfield,  Windsor,  Windsor Locks  

 

 

Tolland County, Connecticut 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION: Tolland County is located in northeastern Connecticut, bordered on the east by Windham 

County, to the north by Massachusetts, on the west by Hartford County, and to the south by New London 

County. Connecticut's youngest county, it is the second smallest in land mass. The total land area covered by 

Tolland County is 410 square miles.  

 

The 2000 U.S. Federal Census reported a countywide population of 136,364 (4.0% of the state total). Major 

towns in Tolland County include Vernon (28,063), Mansfield (20,720), and Tolland (13,146). Tolland County is 

also home to the University of Connecticut at Storrs (Mansfield CT).  

 

TOLLAND COUNTY, CONNECTICUT — Comprised of 13 cities and towns: 

Andover,  Bolton,  Columbia,  Coventry,  Ellington,  Hebron,  Mansfield,  Somers,  Stafford,  Tolland,  Union,  

Vernon,  Willington  

 

 

 

Andover NO <6’  742-7305 x3 

Bolton NO <6’  649-8066 x103  

Columbia NO <6’ 228-0110 

Coventry This category includes all residential fences except pool fences.  Permits are required for a fence 
which exceeds six (6') feet in height from grade.  Although no permits are required for a fence six 
(6') feet or less in height, the Town highly recommends that you erect the fence a minimum of 
two to three feet (2-3') onto your own property so you are able to maintain the other side of the 
fence without trespassing onto your neighbor's property. 

Ellington NO <6’ Requirements for front yard: set back 35” from front line, full fence maximum of 2.5’ tall, 
or 4’ for a split wall/50% visibility. 870-3124 

Hebron NO <6’ 228-5971 x141 

Mansfield NO <6’ 429-3324 

Somers NO, but you must go to Building Dept to plot the area to be fenced on a map (no fee)  763-8220 

Stratford NO <6’ rear property & maximum of 4’ front property. 203-385-4017 

Tolland NO <6’ 871-3601 

http://www.csginc.org/csg_city_details.php?id=45
http://www.csginc.org/csg_city_details.php?id=49
http://www.csginc.org/csg_city_details.php?id=52
http://www.csginc.org/csg_city_details.php?id=54
http://www.csginc.org/csg_city_details.php?id=56
http://www.csginc.org/csg_city_details.php?id=64
http://www.csginc.org/csg_city_details.php?id=65
http://www.csginc.org/csg_city_details.php?id=77
http://www.csginc.org/csg_city_details.php?id=79
http://www.csginc.org/csg_city_details.php?id=89
http://www.csginc.org/csg_city_details.php?id=96
http://www.csginc.org/csg_city_details.php?id=110
http://www.csginc.org/csg_city_details.php?id=119
http://www.csginc.org/csg_city_details.php?id=128
http://www.csginc.org/csg_city_details.php?id=130
http://www.csginc.org/csg_city_details.php?id=132
http://www.csginc.org/csg_city_details.php?id=139
http://www.csginc.org/csg_city_details.php?id=154
http://www.csginc.org/csg_city_details.php?id=159
http://www.csginc.org/csg_city_details.php?id=164
http://www.csginc.org/csg_city_details.php?id=165
http://www.csginc.org/csg_city_details.php?id=1
http://www.csginc.org/csg_city_details.php?id=12
http://www.csginc.org/csg_city_details.php?id=30
http://www.csginc.org/csg_city_details.php?id=32
http://www.csginc.org/csg_city_details.php?id=48
http://www.csginc.org/csg_city_details.php?id=67
http://www.csginc.org/csg_city_details.php?id=78
http://www.csginc.org/csg_city_details.php?id=129
http://www.csginc.org/csg_city_details.php?id=134
http://www.csginc.org/csg_city_details.php?id=142
http://www.csginc.org/csg_city_details.php?id=145
http://www.csginc.org/csg_city_details.php?id=146
http://www.csginc.org/csg_city_details.php?id=160
http://www.csginc.org/Maps/map_ct_county_tolland.gif


Union NO <6’ 963-1015 

Vernon NO <6’ 870-3633 

Willington NO <6’  487-3123 

 

** FOR ALL TOWNS:  6’ rule applies to back & side yards only. It is suggested to 

not place fence directly on property line so that there will not be a trespassing 

issue for maintenance of the fence (usual 6” to 1.5’). All front yard and corner lot 

fencing should not interfere with line of sight (check with town building 

department for RESTRICTIONS/GUIDELINES).  

***SWIMMING POOLS: Different fencing requirements for each town. Call the 

building departm 


